
 

A New Eco-Friendly $12 Million Centre Opens its Doors to the Community 
 

The Sto:lo Nation, one of Chilliwack's biggest employers, is pleased to announce the unveiling of its new 

Stó:lō Resource Centre during the October 22
nd

 Grand Opening.  The Stó:lō Resource Centre is the first of its 

kind in the region.  The three-storey concrete tilt-up structure is located at 7210 Vedder Road in the heart of 

Chilliwack.  The Centre provides office space for business, cultural, educational, and community services for 

community members and partners throughout the region.  The 24,800 square foot Centre features a library, 

elder's room, three high tech videoconferencing boardrooms, language lab, historical archives, artifact storage, 

display gallery, and multi-media classrooms.  These highly specialized spaces provide a healthy economic 

base to benefit the region. 

   

The impact on the community of the award winning Stó:lō Resource Centre has been immediate.  The 386 

immediate jobs to build the $12 million Centre was welcomed by the City of Chilliwack and the surrounding 

communities - a region that includes 21 First Nations Bands along with the municipalities of Chilliwack, Kent, 

and Hope. These economic benefits could not have been realized without the help of the Government of 

Canada.  The Government of Canada, through the Community Adjustment Fund, provided $6,758,707.00 of 

the Centre's cost with the Stó:lō Nation providing a two hectare parcel of prime land in central Chilliwack and 

cash equaling $5,277,713.00.   

 

Along the way to becoming one of the region's greenest buildings, there have been many firsts; for instance, 

the Centre will be one of the first buildings to achieve a Gold LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 

Design) certification in Chilliwack.  Twelve, professional engineering and design firms, all from Chilliwack 

and the Fraser Valley, have worked towards making the Centre eco-friendly.  The Centre uses resources more 

efficiently and provides healthier work environments, which contributes to higher productivity and improved 

employee health and comfort. The Centre's environment friendly designs focus on improving the air and water 

quality, while reducing solid waste, making the Centre one of Chilliwack's key environmentally sound 

structures.  For example, the Centre features a high-tech landscaping plan that not only helps keep rain and 

other surface water from leaving the community, but more importantly, help filter all surface water before 

returning back to its ground water source.  Two key design elements that helped Stó:lō Nation accomplish this 

goal are the incorporation of bio-swales and botanical gardens.  The Centre's botanical gardens also cut back 

on erosion as well as providing a pleasant look to the neighborhood. Paramount to the Centre's eco-friendly 

design is a highly respected architect – Patrick Stewart.  Patrick Stewart has the distinction of being the first 

Aboriginal architect to become the President of the Architectural Institute of British Columbia.  Patrick is also 

the first Aboriginal person in British Columbia to own and operate an architectural firm. 

 

The Stó:lō Resource Centre was awarded the 2009 'Building Excellence Award' from the Chilliwack Chamber 

of Commerce.  Business professionals, residents, and other community groups came together at the  annual 

Chamber of Commerce business gala to recognize this spectacular construction project.   The Award 

recognizes and rewards excellence in new development.  The Centre has been recognized for superior design 

and engineering.  The Centre is recognized as enhancing the existing neighbourhood, being of the utmost 

quality of construction and finishing, and providing long-term value for the community.  Equally important, 

the Award recognized the additional jobs, commerce, and economic growth the Centre brings to the city of 

Chilliwack and surrounding communities.   

 

The Stó:lō Nation, the owners of the Stó:lō Resource Centre, is a non-profit organization that is operated and 

driven by a Board of Directors, staff, and volunteers.  The Stó:lō Nation offers a vast array of business, 

community, health, and social services programs to benefit community members in the region. 

 

The Grand Opening of the eco-friendly $12 million Centre is one of the most exciting things to happen to 

Chilliwack in a long time.  The Centre is a glimpse into a more environmentally friendly future.  One glance at 

the Centre and you will see for yourself what makes the Stó:lō Resource Centre special. 


